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Context 
Bees, bats, butterflies, and birds provide critical pollination 
services to ensure that our food production is robust and 
abundant. In fact, one in every three bites of food that 
humans eat depends on pollinators. Many ecological webs 
are connected to the health of pollinator species, for 
example healthy vegetative communities that stabilize soil, 
support water filtration, and produce seeds for other 
wildlife. Serious declines in pollinator populations are 
causing global alarm for financial, health, and cultural 
reasons.   
In response, domestic and international organizations 
including the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency are leading research, defining 
conservation goals, and considering new policies.     
Because of global concerns, the electric power industry is 
seeing increasing pressure from regulatory agencies, 
customers, and other stakeholders to consider pollinators 
in their operations.  Since electric utilities manage large 
real estate holdings across vital pollinator habitat and 
migration paths, there is tremendous ecological potential 
not only to reduce impacts, but also to enhance pollinator 
habitat through well-designed and cost-effective actions.   

Description 
In late 2017, the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) 
created a collaborative initiative to accelerate the pace, 
scale, and effectiveness of electric power companies’ 
pollinator projects. This effort is now the largest 
collaboration in North America designed specifically to 
support power companies and pollinators. 
The Power in Pollinators initiative will develop tools to 
identify, catalogue, and quantify meaningful pollinator 
projects and commitments that;  
• Identify opportunities for electric power companies to 

collaborate on specific conservation goals;  
• Track agency actions and new scientific research 

findings on pollinators to inform decision making;  
• Stay current with the latest pollinator science and the 

implication to power companies; 
• Consider risk of action and inaction, the benefits of 

conservation programs, and the business case for 
justifying investments; and 

• Network with leading scientists, land managers, and 
relevant regulators. 

Why It Matters 
The electric power industry may be missing a larger 
opportunity to work together with other environmental 
organizations and industry groups on joint research and 
conservation efforts that result in greater measurable 
benefits to pollinator species.   
An industry-level collaboration provides mutual benefits 
that can better enable corporate risk management, 
respond to stakeholder engagement, and structure long-
term strategic asset management. 

Goals and Objectives 
EPRI is leading this initiative to encourage collaboration 
among members and outside experts to develop tools, 
metrics, and communication resources for programs 
supporting pollinators. Power companies, electric 
industry groups and other interested organizations will 
be able to use these tools and resources to pursue 
maximized benefits for pollinator ecosystems and the 
public. 

Deliverables 
Over the course of this collaboration, power companies 
will develop and have access to: 
• Webcasts to advance technical work, host pollinator 

experts, and share best practices. 
• Annual workshop to advance technical work, 

connect with other industries, organizations, 
agencies, and leading scientists. 

• Technical briefs to provide easy-access information 
on key pollinator topics (i.e., business case) for 
executives and stakeholders. 

• National Pollinator Week resources for power 
companies to utilize and customize to promote 
National Pollinator Week every June. 

• Pollinator Project Database with a public-facing 
component to catalog your pollinator conservation 
efforts to and roll-up industry-level efforts. 

• Industry-Level GIS Prioritization Tool to identify 
conservation opportunities using basic information 
related to land ownership, species ranges, and 
habitat types. 

• Pollinator metrics identified and defined science-
based metrics for guiding company investments, 
establishing goals, and tracking progress. 
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BPA Membership:   2019 to current year 

Links  
www.epri.com/pollinators  
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EPRI Pollinator Portfolio  
Pollinator Field Studies 
EPRI's Transmission and Distribution: Environmental Issues (Program 51), has sought to understand the diversity of 
pollinator species in utility corridors. This multi-year research developed a preliminary field study protocol and testing on 
study sites in New York with the New York Power Authority, Ohio with FirstEnergy Corporation, and Alabama with The 
Southern Company and Alabama Power. 
Insect and Vegetation Management Research 
EPRI is now ready to apply the field study protocol developed in Transmission and Distribution: Environmental Issues 
research program to many more sites in order to build a national database of pollinator data that will inform Right-of-way 
management for pollinators.  
The Monarch Butterfly 
In recent years, concern specifically for the health of monarch butterflies has increased and the species is being considered 
for listing under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. While many scientific studies have been done to understand monarchs, 
this information needs to be robustly considered as it relates to the electric power industry. 
EPRI is working with the Xerces Society, a renowned international nonprofit organization that protects wildlife through 
the conservation of invertebrates and their habitats, to develop a report describing the conservation actions for monarch 
habitat protection, management, enhancement, and restoration that are compatible with transmission line vegetation and 
re-vegetation practices as well as more general power company properties. 
National Pollinator Week 
National Pollinator Week in June provides a chance to raise awareness with our colleagues, customers, and 
community about pollinators and sustainability. EPRI coordinates industry–wide participation through the Power-in-
Pollinator Initiative. In collaboration with Pollinator Partnership, EPRI supports member companies to brainstorm 
and execute company-specific activities to demonstrate utility leadership and interest in pollinator conservation. 
Each company determines their own level of involvement. Activities can be as simple as including an article in a 
monthly employee newsletter or as complex as hosting customer-facing plantings and corporate headquarter 
displays. 
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